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State Senator Erik Poulsen (D-34) applauds as Kitty Milne, Highline Historical Soci-
Terry Anderson ety president, and state Representative Joe McDermott (D-34) hold a giant check. The
Paul Barden checkrepresents the $300,000 that the state legislature appropriated forthe planned histori-

Rita Creighton cal museum in Burien. Photo by Eric Mathison, courtesy Highline Times.
Dick Dahlgard
Helen Kludt
Kitty Milne The photograph above was taken at the EB Foote Winery in Burien on August 20,
Dean Parkins as the Society hosted an appreciation event for donors to the capital campaign to
Jerry Robinson

purchase property and build amuseum for Highline. Sixty people shared wine, hors
d’ oeuvres and information about the upcoming facility. Readers are welcome to
contact the Society to learn more about the building campaign.

Alexander Sasonoff
Cyndi Upthegrove
Joe Wozniak
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Symphony Program Features Highline History

During FY 2002/03
the Society produced
15 public programs
and exhibits.

Highline Historical
Society News

is published by the
Highline Historical
Society
PO. Box 317
Seahurst, WA 98062

On April 26, the Highline Symphony performed in honor of the
Sesquicentennial of the Territory of Washington. Society President Kitty
Milne presented Normandy Park Mayor John Wiltse and Burien Deputy
Mayor Rose Clark certificates from the Secretary of State’s office in honor
of events hosted in each city to commemorate the 150™ Anniversary.
Following intermission, a Native American blessing by Arnold Troeh
introduced storyteller Vi Hilbert. Coming out of retirement to talk with the
audience, Hilbert told Native American tales of Mt. Tahoma.

Comments or information
for publication may be
sent to Editor, at the
Society address,
call 206-241-1618
or email at
michael Ittle@wor dnet att net

Recent donations

The Society thanks long-time Seahurst resident Beth Williams for the
donation of family photos, her Mother’s scrapbooks, wooden-wheeled
shoe skates and other historical items from her family’s kitchen. We

also thank Chuck and Patti Burgess for the donation of kitchen items Note: The Highline
dating from the 1950’s. These boxes and cans created lots of smiles as Historical Society
volunteers remem bered brands and packaging from years past. respects our donors” and

friends’ confidentiality.
We do not make our

. . o mailing lists available to
Additionally, the Society has accepted a donation from the Renton other organizations.

Historical Society of a collection of 100 vintage photos of Three Tree
Point, taken by the Custer family, and featuring the area and the family.
The photos were taken from 1915 to the 1950’s, and provide a wealth of

information about the Point, families and shipping.
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Upcoming Society
Events & Programs

October

- 15th - New Exhibit
“Jackson Street After
Hours” opens at SeaTac
City Hall. Free of
charge and open to the
public, this exhibit will
be in place until mid-
January.

- 26th - Salute to
Pioneers, the Society’s
Annual Meeting and
panel discussion by area
pioneers. This year’s
event will be held at the
Burien Community
Center from 2:00 - 4:00
PM. Open to the public
and free of charge.

December

- 16th, 2:30 - 430 PM at
the Performing Arts
Center at Highline High
School. “The Past,
Present and Future of
Aviation in Highline,” a
program commemorating
the 100th Anniversary of
Powered Flight. Open to
the public and free of
charge.

Meet The Board of Trustees

This is the second of a series of introductions of our Board of Trustees, a feature
that will run in each issue of the Highline Historical Society News. This issue

features long-time Highline resident Alexander G. Sasonoff, AIAA Architect

Emeritus and Highline Fire District Commissiner. We treasure his experienceand
contributions to our Board as architect of our new museum. Below is an excerpt

from one of his many remniscences of “the good old days.” - Fd.

I used to deliver the newspaper to a goat
farmer named Mr. Dickens. He lived just a
few blocks east of us on the side of a hill
that overlooked the Duwamish Valley. There
was an old wooden rocking chair just outside
his door and on good days you could find
Mr. Dickens smoking a pipe and rocking in
his chair looking out over the valley.

During World War II the Duwamish Valley
became an important military observation
point.  Fifty caliber machine gun
emplacements were installed along the
hillside. Therewere several barrage balloons
inthis area. The woods we playedin became
off limits and now belonged to the U.S.
Army. It became a strategic defense position,
the machine gun placements dug into the
sides of the hills. The ground was burrowed
with tunnels to conceal ammunition stores. The gun emplacements were heavily
fortified with huge logs, piles of sand and sandbags. The soldiers were housed in
barracks that seemed to appear like mushrooms throughout the area. It was a
spectacular site when all of the barrage balloons were up. The giant silver gasbags
filled the skies. The balloons were installed around various military sensitive
installations. Looking across Puget Sound to Bremerton you could see the skies
filed with barrage balloons. When the winds blew the balloons had to be brought
down andsecured. This was done with great difficulty. During one ofthese events
a balloon broke its moorings and as it lost its gas it came down a few blocks from
our house. Withanchor cables flaying about the Army was afraidit would short out
the electrical power lines. It was brought under control and brought downnear the
Highland Park Grade Schodl at the intersection of 9" Ave SW and Cloverdale Street.

The Highland Park playfield was taken overby the military and four antiaircraft
guns were installed along with barracks and ammunition bunkers dug intothe ground.
We continued attending class daily, walking past the big guns and Army troops on
guard duty patrolling thearea. At Christmas time the soldiers were invitedinto the
auditorium and listened to the childrens’ voices singing Christmas carols.

Wish List

Can you help with any of the following items? If so, please contact the
Society at 206-248-2549.

1. Heavy duty extension cords
2. Heavy duty shelving
3. Space heater

4. Good extension ladde
5 Step ladder
6. Set of standard household tools
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Oral History

We are reprinting here part of a column written a number of years ago for the
Walla Walla Union Bulletin by former Burien resident Vance Orchard. We
are pleased that he has agreed to participate in our upconung Salute to

Pioneers and share his memories of earlier days in Highline.

“AH, FOR DAYS OFHANDSET TYPE ... I THINK!
A recent issue of the Searile P-I in one of its Neighb



Highline Historical Society

Help Preserve 150 Years of Washington History -

You May Order From Us...

A special thank you to Wizards
Casino for their generous
sponsorship of our newsletter!
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From the Collections




